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any further proposals regarding reparations
and intergovernmental debts should be taken
at an early date by the European powers prin-
cipally concerned within the limits of the
Young Plan and the Versailles Treaty; and (3)
that the 1932 Disarmament Conference should
concern itself with 'the organization of firm
foundations of permanent peace.'

Upon the resignation of Aristide Briand as
Foreign Minister and the death of Minister of
War Maginot, the Laval Ministry resigned
Jan. 7, 1932. Andre Tardieu was now called
upon and on February 23, formed his third
Ministry from the Right and Center. Tardieu's
program failed to satisfy the demand for more
constructive policies or to calm French fears
over the growth of Hitlcrism in Germany, the
steady economic deterioration of Europe, and
the mounting budget deficit. In the elections
to the Chamber of Deputies held May i and 8,
the Left parties won a decisive victory. They
captured 376 seats, against 146 for the Center
and 74 for the Right. In the midst of the cam-
paign (May 6, 1932) President Paul Doumer
was shot and fatally wounded by Paul Gor-
rouloff, a demented Russian. Both Houses of
parliament met in joint session at Versailles
May 10 and elected Albert Lebrun, president
of the Senate, as M. Doumer's successor.

Repudiated at the polls, M. Tardieu resigned
on May 10, 1932. He was succeeded by the
Radical Socialist leader, Eclouard Herriot, who
formed a strong Ministry of the Left on June 4,
with members of his own party filling 13 of
the 18 posts. M. Herriot vigorously attacked
the many difficult problems confronting him.
At the Lausanne Reparations Conference (June
16-July 8, 1932) he agreed to the practical can-
cellation of Germany's reparation obligations,
on condition that the agreement would not be
ratified until France had secured a reduction
in her war debt to the United States. See
REPARATIONS; WAR DEBTS. He reestablished
the entente with Great Britain through
the Anglo-French accord signed at Lausanne.
With regard to disarmament, he presented a
new French plan to the Disarmament Confer-
ence Bureau (Nov. 3, 1932). It called for the
extension of the Locarno pacts and for definite
aid to a country attacked in violation of the
League Covenant and the Kcllogg-Briand
Pact. Later, at Geneva (Dec. ir), he signed
a declaration admitting Germany's right ^ to
arms equality 'in a system which would provide
security for all nations.*

Herriot's other moves in the foreign field
were equally bold departures from previous
French policies, He secured the ratification

of the Franco-Soviet non-aggression pact, in-
augurating a period of greatly improved rela-
tions between these two previously hostile
powers. He ended Tardieu's tacit support of
Japanese aggression in Manchuria and joined
with the League powers and with the United
States in refusing to recognize Manchukuo.
His support of the Kellogg-Briand Pact in
Manchuria and of the Hoover disarmament
proposals at Geneva led to better relations
with the United States. But the ground thua
gained was lost by the revival of the war-debt
controversy toward the end of 1932.
Herriot sought to round out his conciliatory
and forward-looking foreign policy by making
the highly controversial war-debt payment of
$19,261,432 due the United States Govern-
ment on Dec. 15, 1932, subject to the under-
standing that France would pay nothing fur-
ther until a general settlement of the war-
debt issue was reached. The Chamber of
Deputies, by rejecting his proposal, 402 to 187,
on December 14, forced Herriot to resign.
The Radical-Socialist leader declined Presi-
dent Lebrun's invitation to form a new Cabi-
net. The task was finally delegated to Senator
Joseph Paul-Boncour, who on Dec. 18, 1932.
formed another Ministry of the Left. It lasted
only until Jan. 28, 1933, when its budget pro-
posals were overwhelmingly rejected. Another
Leftist Ministry, formed February 2 by
Edouard Daladier, seemed destined for an
equally short life, due to the critical aspect of
the budget situation. It was June i before
the budget for the calendar year 1933 was
finally adopted. In the meantime, Premier
Daladier, by his tact and patience in a trying
situation, had firmly entrenched his Ministry
in power and appeared to have supplanted
Herriot as the strongest political figure in
France.
At the invitation of President Roose,yelt,
M. Herriot visited Washington April 23-28,
representing the French Government, and dis-
cussed with the President mutual Franco-
American problems. At the World Economic
Conference, which opened June 12, at London,
France led a bloc of nations still on the gold
standard. They successfully opposed the con-
sideration of tariffs and other t items on the
agenda, demanding that the tJnited States,
Great Britain and other non-gold countries
must first agree to end fluctuations in the
exchange value of their currencies and return
to the gold standard. When the Conference
adjourned indefinitely in July, a permanent
organization of the gold countries was formed